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1 127 Della, Gus.t,

Y ank vou wry muche I am asnreciitive of the privilese trat General
Smith hasn
I oam, naturally, very much interested in it.

“hwen L became President -- il wou don't mind me reminiscine a little

bit -= there wis no concentration of information for the benefit of the President.

imach department and cach organization had its own information service, and that

information service was walled off from every other service in such a manner that

whgnever it was necessary for the President to have information, he had to send
to two or three departments to zet it, and then he would have to have somebody
do a little digging to get it.

1ne affairs of the Presidential Ofiice, so far as information was
concerned, were in such shape that it was necessary for me, when I took over the
Office, to read a stack of documents that high, and it took me three months to
selt caught up. :

Only two peonle around the White House really knew what was golng on

in the military affairs department, and they were Admial Leahy and Admiral Brown.

I would talk to them every wmorning and try to zet all the information I could.

ind finally one wmorning I had a conversaticn with Admiral Leahy, and sugzested to

him that there should ve a Central Intellisence Agency, for the benefit of the

offered me, to come over here and make a few remarks to this orgenization.

whole government as woll as for the benefit of the President, so he could be informed,

And the Admiral and T proceeded to try to work out a nrogram. It has

siorked very successfully, %e have an intellisence information service now that I

think is not inferior to any in the world.

we have the Tentral Intellisence Agency, and all the intellirence
information azencies in all the rest of the departments of the zovernment,

coordinated by that Central Intellicence icency, This arcney nuts the information
of vital importance to the President in his hands. He has to know what is roing on

overywhere at home and abroad, so that he can intellizenctly make the decisions
uhat are necessary to kecp the government running,

L don't think anyone rcalizes the lmmensityv of the problems that face
a President of the United States.

It was my privilegc a few days ago to brief the General who is going

to take over the Office on the 20th day of January, and he was rather ap-alled at
all that the President necds to kunow in order to rcach decisions -- even domestic
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He must lmow exactly what is imnlied what he does. The President
mikes a decision every day that can affect anywhere from 100 million to a hillion
and a nalf veople, Tt is a tremendous resnonsibility.

snd Lodon't think many of wou realize the nosition in which this great
country is, in this day and age,.

e are at the ton, and the leader of the free world -- something that
we did not anticipate, something that we did not want, but something that has been
forced on us. Ib is a responsibility which we should have assumed in 1920, e did
not assume it ten. YWe have to assume it now, because it has aszain been thrust on
us. It is out duty, under Heaven, to continue that l.adershin in the manner that
will prevent a third world war -- which wonld mean the end of civilization. The
weapons of destruction have woccone so Dowcrful and so terrible that we can't cven
! of' another all-out war., T+ -7oulsd Shen brine into the
. : o e oconls cho sre tra ned as fiohters -- but the whole civilian
uonulation ol evcey country dinvolved would e more therourhly ernosed Lo death
wnd destruction than would the men at the front.

» et only the

that is what we have to think about carefully. You arc the organization,
you are the 1nt011iﬂence arm that k&eps the Executive informed so he can make
decisions that alwoys will be in the public interest for his own country, honing
Ly that it will save the free world from involvement with the totzlitsrian
counurjcq in an all-out war -= a terrible Lhine to contecimlate.

ose of vou who are deen in the Central ‘ntellirence ‘wency lmnow -
what soes on around the world -- know what is necessary for the President to know |
cvery morning, I am briefed every day on all the world, on everything that takes
place from one c¢nd of the world to the other, all bLh: way around -- by hoth the
pnoles and the other way. It is necessary that you make that contribution for the
welfare and benefit of your government,

L came over here to tell you now appreciative T am of the service
which I received as the Chief Iixecutive of the sreatest Nation in the Uistory of
bhe world, You may not know lu, but the Presidential Office is the most powsrful
Office that has ever existed in the history of this egreat world of ocurs. Cenchis Khan,
furustus Caesar, great Napoleon Bonaparte, or Louis Fourteenth
or any other of the grecat leaders and executives of the world -- can't even
coMpLre with what the President of the United States himself is responsible for,
cn he makes a decision. It 1o an Oifice that is withont Darallel in the history
oi’ the world. o

"

‘hat dis the orincinal reason why I am so anxious vhat it be a contimiine
oropocition, and that the successor to me, and the successor to him, can carry on
as 1Y no election had ever taken nlace.

That is the prosvpect that we are faced with nowe I am zivine this

President.-- this new "resident -- iiore information than any other President ever
had when he went Into OfTice,
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You sentlemen -- and ladies -- are ceontributing to that ability of inine
Lo be able to do that., T am ewtromely thankful Lo you, I think it is good that
some of you have found out just evacily what a tremendous organization Intelligence
has to be in this day and age, You can't run the govermm:nt without it.

Keep up the good work. And wnen my succaessor takes over, I want you to
sive him just the same loyal service that you have given me, and then the country

will o forward as it should,

1"~ank you very much,
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